
success. Terms, three dollars per annum. Address
Archives of Pedriatrics, Jersey City, New Jersey.

Memorial Meeting.\p=m-\ The meeting of the Suffolk
District Medical Society, Section for Clinical Medi-
cine, Pathology and Hygiene, held Jan. 9, 1884, was

made the occasion for appropriate tributes to the
memory of the late Dr. Calvin Ellis, who was for
many years one of the most distinguished physicians
and medical teachers in Boston, and was an active
member of the Society.

NEWS ITEMS.

Extracts From French Journals.\p=m-\Mme. La-
chapelle : In Le Medecin Praticien Dr. Verrier
gives an extended sketch of this celebrated woman.
He commences by asserting that nearly all of the
laity, a great many midwives, and some physicians,believe that the name of a certain Mme. Lachapelle,
who advertises in the journals of the day to cure

sterility, indicates the midwife in charge of the Paris
Maternit\l=e'\, who died in 1821, and left us as a legacyher memoirs in three volumes. Marie Louise Dug\l=e`\s,
better known as the widow Lachapelle, was born in
Paris, Jan. 1, 1769. Her father was a sanitary offi-
cer ; her mother a midwife at Chatelet and at the
Hotel Dieu. She married, in 1792, M. Lachapelle,
surgeon in charge of the service at the Hospital St.
Louis. He died in 1795, leaving her childless and
devoted to her calling, which she had already prac-
ticed before marriage under the instructions of her
mother, and which she continued at the Hotel Dieu
•during her married life. From this account the accom¬
modations for the poorer classes, during and after
confinement, in the hospitals of Paris at this time,
must have been of the most crude and unsatisfactory
character, and the instruction to midwives was con¬
fined almost entirely to theory. In consequence of
the exertions and representations of Mme. Lacha¬
pelle, seconded by the medical faculty of Paris, in
1795 the Maternity hospital was established, and she
was soon joined in her work there by Baudelocque.In the school for midwives, which was a part of the
institution, Mme. Lachapelle gave two or three lec¬
tures a day, illustrating her subject by the use of the
mannikin, and requiring a recitation from her pupils
on the matter taught.

As a practitioner, Baudelocque has expressed his
•admiration of the facility with which her supple,delicate hand, always intelligently directed, sur¬
mounted all obstacles, and he took pleasure in con¬
fiding to her the care of difficult cases and watching.her successful efforts.

In the same journal we note the following adver¬
tisement : Mile. -, maitresse sage-femme of the
first class, professor libre d'accouchements for mid¬
wifery students, will take to board yonng girls from
the country to direct them in their studies and at the
clinics. She prepares them and renders them apt,after a year of work, to pass with success the exami-

nation for midwife of the first class before the Paris
Faculty. Home life. Charges moderate. Absolute
morality is required. In case of a recognized inap¬
titude, the pupil will be returned to her family after
the first three months.

Jequirity
—

Abrus Precatorius.
—

Dr. C. W.
Tangeman gives, in the January number of the
Therapeutic Gazette, a systematic and exhaustive
consideration of this new remedy, which has been
creating such a stir, especially among ophthalmolo¬
gists, on account of its reputed efficacy in curing
trachoma, or granular lids. Jequirity is the name of
a plant belonging to the family of papilionaceae. It
is indigenous to India, South America and tropical
Africa. Although other parts of the plant have me¬
dicinal properties, it is the seeds which have been
used for the purpose indicated. These seeds are of
two varieties, one being of a bright red, and the other
of a pale yellow color. The bright red are the varietywhich has found most favor as an application to gran¬
ular lids. The remedy was first employed scientific¬
ally by de Wecker, the famous Parisian ophthalmolo¬
gist, who received the hint from a patient whom he
had unsuccessfully treated, and who on his return to
his home in Brazil subjected himself to the popular
treatment, as it is known among the natives of that
country. De Wecker, acting on the instructions fur¬
nished him, prepared an infusion by bruising the seed
to a fine powder, and then adding the proper quan¬
tity of water and allowing it to macerate for twenty-
four hours. This infusion applied to the conjunctiva
possesses the peculiar property of exciting a specificinflammation which, in the majority of cases, is of a

diphtheritic nature. After this jequiritic inflamma¬
tion has subsided it is found that the trachomatous
bodies have disappeared. It will thus be seen that
the seeds have succeeded in establishing a substitutive
inflammation, which, running its course, smothers or
otherwise overcomes the depraved process to which
the granulations are due.

Dr. Tangeman details a number of very interesting
physiological experiments with the jequiritic infusion
on the eyes of animals, from the results of which,
conjoined with his observations of the therapeutic
effects of the drug in the human subject, he formu¬
lates the following conclusions :

i. Generally speaking, and judging from the re¬
sults usually obtained in the treatment of trachoma,
the results are remarkably good and satisfactory.

2. In the large number of cases a purulent inflam¬
mation is not excited, but nevertheless the results are
favorable.

3. The strength of the infusion influences the
amount of the reaction.

4. An artificial inflammation can be set up any
number of times by use of the infusion, which speaks
against its being an infectious disease.

5. It acts on mucous membranes other than the
conjunctiva.

6. It does not seem to be necessary to produce a
purulent ophthalmia to bring about about absorption
of the trachomatous process.

7. An involvement of the cornea can always be
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